358   ANALYTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY    AND    EDUCATION
to balance her blind and one-sided conscious attitude.  This
is a typical example of the compensatory function of dreams.
It is quite obvious that the analyst needs a fair knowledge
of the patient's conscious attitude, else he has.no foundation
for a correct interpretation.. The significance of the dreams
is always relative to the attitude of the conscious. In the
case just given it is of course easy to see what such dreams
mean. But if a young girl, just engaged, had such dreams
(as she easily might) it is certain that their meaning would
be quite different. The analyst, therefore, always needs
very good understanding of the patient's conscious, as it
may even be that such dreams occur, and yet mean just the
contrary of what they seem to suggest. Usually, it is almost
impossible to interpret ordinary dreams without personal
acquaintance with the dreamer. But nevertheless there are
occasionally fairly readable dreams, particularly with persons
who are entirely unaware of the existence of dream-interpreta-
tion. Once while travelling I was giVen a seat in a dining-car
with two strangers. The one was a fine looking old gentle-
man, and the other was a- middle-aged man, apparently very
intelligent. From their conversation I gathered that they
were military men, presumably an old general and his adjutant.
After a long silence, the old man suddenly said to his .com-
panion:
" Isn't it odd what you dream sometimes ? I had a strange
dream last night. I dreamt I stood in the rank and file with
many young officers, and our commander-in-chief was
questioning us. Eventually he came to me, but instead of
a technical question he asked me for a definition of the
beautiful. I tried in yain to find a satisfactory answer, and
I felt most painfully ashamed when the commander went
on to the next man, who was a very young major, and asked
him the same question. This man at once gave a very good
answer, just the one I should have given if I had not been
unable to find it This was such a shock to me that
I woke up." Then he added suddenly, and unexpectedly

